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Passage of the Post ^p.

propriation B)^,

THE BILL SIGNED Vj THE PRESIDENT.

THE CONTEST ri0R THE HOISB BEINTDiB.

Pawageof a Bill to Abolish the Franking
Privilege by the Senate.

tarlot?, RcvefAdoM Reapccing a P«t
fflce OttcUI,

*eM fto., to.

®»r Special WuklagtoB Dcipatch.
WifHi.NGTojt, Feb. It, 1800.

ibi ro«t o mvw jiprRonuATios bill.
The President havi 0$ approved of the Fort Office bill, ii

to, therefore, a law , u amended prertoos to its passage.
* appropriates 14 /M,000 for supplying the deficiency in
toe revenues and < jefraying the expenses of the Departmntfor tha y Mr ending with June last; M,000.006
towards the supf^ of the Department for the fiscal year
eadkng with Jo aenext; and a further sum of $2,400,000'
in payment of 4m salaries of offloers and clerks, iransportationof the mails, wrapping paper, hags, stamps, *c
Interest at t ^ rale of six per cent per annum to commencesixty days after the expiration of the quarter in
which the j service was rendered, bul in ne case

prior to the 1st of May, 1669, to the present date,
hall be » |Mj(j ou au gums found to be due the contractors

tor carrj m* mall. The interest shall be paid only to
the con' factors tliemiwlves In full of all damages, by rea

®oof /atlure or delay in payment. No interest is to be
ailowr d on payments for the last quarter ending with 1*
cemb fg jaet. a Fum for this purpose is appropriated.

uu: KHfTSKT rOK PRi.NTKR OF THE HOl«K.
" it republicans legally elected Dofrees Printer to day

*7 see majority, in consequence of the absence of IIr.
Jei AM, of Virginia, but the Speaker allowed the demorrats to consume time by fllibuatering until Mr. Jentins
c* said reach the House and vote, which latter act was
' *piauded a* a skilful piece of management. Mr. Adams,

Massachusetts, refused to vote, not liking the manner

to which the caucus nomination was made. Many of
tic republicans feel aggrieved that Mr. Adams

«4td not attend the caucus, as his single vote
there would have nominated Mr. Mitchcll, and

prevented the existiDg state of things in the House. Mr.
Morse, of Maine, was also in Uie caucus, and, althouKh
opposed to Ik-frees, refused to vote for Mitchell. Mr.
Etlreridpp on the last balhjt to day, threw the only scat
tertng vote for Gales & Seaton. He and Mr. Adams
were hard pressed to vote for IK'frees, but to no purpose.
ft>e last ballot to day stood, with the Speaker's vote:.
Pefrees, 91; Gtossbrenoer, #0; and Etberidgc s scattering
rote. Tomorrow Mr. Adams' vote alone can settle the
^urstion In favor of Defrces.

There Is some talk to night that Mr. Adams will lead off
with the name of Mitchell to morrow, and that Etheridge
will vote in the same way, with the understanding that
«ne or two other gentlemen who voted for I)efr«ea to day
will fallow In the same direction, thus indicating, as in the
contest for Speaker, who can be elected, It having been
town almost to a certainty who cannot be.

TH* SICKtW 00YHSHD BRAT.

The Committee on Elections will take up the contested
eat of Mr. Sickles first. It will probably be reached tomorrow.The rase turns upon a point of law, as to the

competency of the Houso to take up and decide a contestedseat where the legal notification or intention
to contest was not given by the csntestant. Mr
Williamson contends that the law requiring euch noticeapplies to claimants of seats to whom certificates of
election have been issued, which does not reach to the
caac of Sickles, he never having received a certificate.

TH* HOrSK FBUmxa INVESTIGATION.
The House select committee to inquire into the printing,

binding and engraving business, in all the departments of
the government, with instructions to report a plan for the
future execution of such work, consists of Messrs. Grow,
4)uarles, Smith, Hoard, Walton, Florence and Gurley.
This committee intends to make a thorough overhauling
of the different branches or business named, and will no

doubt report a bill which will result in a pecuniary advantageto the government.
TIIK ADMISSION OP KANSAS.

A bill to admit Kansas, and a Homestead bill, were in
troduced In the House to day by Mr. Grow, and duly referred.

TROrnLF AMONG POflTMASTKRS.
Affidavits have been tiled at the 1'oet Office TVpartraent,

sustaining serious charges against fbe Postmaster at

Haverhill, Massachusetts, which are to be investigated at
"»EC<\ UUier ilic UVUUBL-U ui

complicity with lottery ticket sellers.
THE HAWKR'S FIRRY I.TVOTKiATIOX.

Mr. Conw.iy, of Kansas, the former agent of the New
England Emigrant Aid Company, was discharged to day
by the Brown Raid Investigating Committee of the Senate.
He testified that ho met Old Brown In Boston in the
winter of If56, and heard him speak at several
meetings, and kad various conversations with
him relating to the affairs of Kansas. Brown never mentionedto him any design to Invade the slave States.
Brown called on him afterwards at Lawrence, In the fall
ef 1868, and deposited with him for safekeeping certain
documents, consisting of promissory notes, made by variouspersons in the Territory to the National Kansas Relief
<Committee.notes which he had gathered up as agent for
that committee. Mr. Conway accepted the custody of the
papers as a favor to Brown, and held them subject
to his order. Brown never made any disposal of them,
and after his execution Conway forwarded them to I>r.
Webb, of Boston, for the committee to which they belonged.He never saw Brown afterwards, and never had
any knowledge of liis Harper's Ferry incursion until be
read of 4tia the newspapers. Conway did not remember
what precise object Lane's Military Board was designed
to effect, but he was satisfied that Lane never

had the romotcst idea of invading Missouri, Virginia,or acy other State on the globe. Conway
did not think that Brown bad anything to do with
I/me In any of his operation!. The New England
Emigrant Aid Oompany was a purely business corporation.Its object was to make money. Its method was to
put up sawmlUc, and a few temporary houses, at particu
lar places In the Territory where towns had been located,
and to direct emigration to those places. It received its

Compensation in l&nd in and around these towns. It dependedon the growth of the towns for the value of its

property and the prafits on its investments. It never paid
the larc of anybody to the Territory, except its own

agents. It provided a method of information to all
emigrate, so that person* from different neighborhoods
going tf Kansas could be put into coumunisation with
each otter, and coukt fce thus formed into companies. It
also Arranged with railroad companies for a small reductionof the fare of persons going out in these companies.
Tbe New England Emigrant Ait Company never had any
thing to do with John Brown, nor with any plan for forciblydisturbing slavery in any Slate or Territory of the
rnioa. Coaway stated that he wont to Boston,
in M66, where he made John Brown's acq'iaint
ance, to set before the people of the North
the merits of the ctusc of Kansas, because he had been
driven est of Kansac by violence. Mr. Collamer allied
bow he caune to be driven oat, and Conway proceeded to

«tate, whoa Senator Davis objected to opening up the old
Affair of Kaceae, which objection was sustained by the

<omeiittoe, an<0'nway'fl Ustimony *a* thus summarily
ckwod.
Aognstus Wattles, of Lina oounty, Kansas. arrived here

4o day Aod will give bis testimony some dmj this week.

OHUAMIIW5 WW TTORITORiK.

The House Committee on Territorial will aiei-t to mor

row to a.acasw the propriety of organizing tu« T 'rritorios

of Arizona, Dacotah and like s Teak. There is no pn>s
pool of securing an organization for Arizona.

r*atn or ikxjamim msm runv.

Rcnjajnin Rush Kloyd, brother of the Secretary of War,
died suddenly of heart complaint, at the iafafette Heaae,
th* evening. He was apparently In excellent health tidt
a U« moments before his death, and when attacked was
packing his trunk with the intention of leaving to Attend
the Democratic Convention at Richmond to morrow. He
?raa a candidate for the present Congress in the Thirteenth
Artiftt of Virgin^, against Mr. Martin, who way snc#MWful.

rra haw jtax gtmnom
Tfce p.Dportti»n or Gr*at Bri'.iin for the Mtttem-nt of

lb* au ju*n qwrtJOB h*» not yet been laid before o ir

goreraiptnt. U m Dot at all probable that the proposal
JHW fef IfWfibMCf* frw<k«* tea ItMftl

NEW Y0R1
he would tct \>uk down from tie po» .. .u he i>-u | <

usBumeU in tne matter. ,

TIIB lEHlKlUTIC PmiWDKNT.AL FLATTCKM.

The committee appointed by the Senatorial caucus, ti
whom all ti e resolut.on* now betbre the Sccay MC to c

referred, and who are authorised, If they «Vjem it cxpoii
tat, to report back resolutions, or apl*t*ortU) ^ mo< t contortinginterests In regard to the q*» nation of rlavory in

rerritorie*, Is c imposed of tLo following gotitlom n .

Messrs. Green, Chairman; Gw.in, Chestnut, Rifter, and
Fitch. Tlte Committee will pvobably bringforward a pro
position, which will be submitted to the next ca'ir.us. on

Friday. The conutructtQM of this committee is mimical to
t'le Interests cf Judge Ijouglas.

a tkjkbai'u lij« to tth picinc.
A proposition is vow before the Senate 1'oei Olficc remittee,and a bill will be reported to morrow, authorizing

tbe cot tract with Zenus Barnam, Hiram Sibley, T.
R. Walker, J. H. Benyhlll, J. D.Caton, C. M
s tabbing, Norman Green and F. A. Beo, for
th© use "by government of a line of telegraph from
Missouri to fc'aa Francisco, for a perwdot' ten years, at an

annual compensation of fifty thousand dollars 'from the
time the line is completed. Tbe lino is to be finished in
two years, nt an estimated cost of one million of dollars.

Although the compensation is regarded as stna'l, it is >>olievedthat the great amount of telegraph interests now
he.d by the iari:es named in tbo bitl will secure the
building of the line
The National Convention of the Sons of Malta cumin-need its session to-day, the object being a thorough revisionof the laws and ritual of the Order.
The Senate yesterday, among other nominations, con

firmed Pbilip Frank Thomas, of Maryland, as Commissionerof Patents; and Judge Knowlcs, of Tennessee, sa

T easurer of the United States.
Xl'CKLUkSlOrH MATTKJW.

Commencing with next week there is to be a double
daily train by ILe Southwestern route from Washington to
New Orleans, instead of one as heretofore.

Onr Washington Correspondence.
Waxui.nuton, Feb. IS, 1880.

7he IIuu& l*rintin£.A Hitch in the Programme.The Fine
Sj&chtJt Over the lamented D. C. Broderick.Mr. Senator
Green's Flan for Bringing the Mormons to Sulgeotion to
the I-awt, or tn an Emodus to the South Sea Islands, dtc.
The Houie printing is a sore trial to the republican

spoilsmen of ibo House. They have been wrangling over
it for the last two weeks, as the New York city democracy
wrangle over the spoils of the Custom House; and from
the two experiments made for a Printer to day, the second
standing, IMiees, (rep.) 90.Glossbrenner, (dem.) {late
Sergeant at Arms, 89.scattering 4, it is evident that there
are still two or three of the republican coalition who have
not yet been sufficiently persuaded to trust to luck with
Deiitea. Lut as they may be persuaded by to-morrow
morntng, it would be useless to speculate upon the proba
bit* result In any event the treasury will be flueoed, and
the work of reform in this matter will be inade secondary
to the nccefcbilies of party, and a parly organ for the Presidentialcampaign.

lue day in t>otb houses was chiclly appropriated to an
exhibition of tine speeches over the death of David C.
Broderick, late Senator from California. oftheso speeches,
that which appeared to us the most appropriate was the
speech of Hon. Daniel £. Sickles. Brookerick, defeated
for Congress in the district now represented by
Mr. Sickles, left .New York lor uuiioruia, w tiere big
splendid success as a politician was brought to an
untimely cod in a fatal duel. Mr. Sickles.well,
It is enough to say that he spoke like a friend
and a brother, and with a moderation of praise much
more appropriate to the man and the occasion tha i the
unmeasured laudations ol liaskin and Hickman, tho
fauciful euloglum or Burllngame, or tho dark and unseasonablepartisan observations of Morria, or Illinois. A
stranger in the gallery, ignorant concerning the deceased
Senator, and of this Congressional custom in such cases,
would have supposed from all these fine speochos that
Broderick, in his life, was at least the peer ol Henry Clay.
But it Is cheap to eulogize the dead, and we must esti
mate the iiolitician's praises from the measure which be
bestows upon the living. And so the most of these high
flown speeches over poor Broderick will go for little or

nothing, beyond their proper weight as formal manifestations01 re«i>ect for his memory, somewhat overdone.
Among the good things projected In the way of practicallegislation, we are glad to hoar that Mr. (ireen, Chairmanon Territories in tho Senate, has hit upon a plan

which will briDg the Mormons to a positive settlement.
His plan is to establish a new Territorial government for
Carson Valley (west side of Utah), and to create a judicial
district ol raid Territory in Utah, and so organised as to
bring all Mormon capital otlendcrs against the laws be
fore a Carson Territory or (ientile Jury. An arrangement
of this sort, reduced to practice in two or three Mormon
ca*«s, to the extent of hanging, will, it is thought, etlect
a Mormon exodus that will astonish all mankind. We
have no doubt of it, and we hope that Senator Green will
push forward his bill.

SHIRTY-SIXTH CONGRESS.
ran bbbsion.

Senate*
Washington, Feb. 16, 1860.

The Chair said (the reading of the journal having occupiedthe morning hour) the first business was the special
order, being the bill to prohibit tho issue of bank notes of
a certain denomination in the District cf Columbia.

Mr. Ma.«on, (dem ) or Va., from tho liar, er's Ferry
Committee, reported a resolution that the President of tho
Senate issue w arrants for the arrest of Messrs. Sanborn,
John Brown, Jr., and Redpath, who had refused to obey
the summons of the committee to testify, and bring them
before the Senate to answer for contempt.
Mr. Haik, (rep.) or N. H , said he would vote against

it. He believed there was no power in the Senate to compelthe attendance of these men.

The resolution was adopted by yeas 46, nays 4.
Those voting in the negative wore Messrs. Bingham.

Hale, Sumner and Toombs.
Messrs. Seward and King both voted affirmatively.
Mr. Toomen, (dem.) of Ga., made an explanation of his

remarks of yesterday. He had not said that if the FugitiveSlave law was unconstitutional the action of Wisconsinwas right. It did not depend on that A State court
could not interfere with the decision of the United States
Court having jurisdiction.

Mr. DootriTiJ!, (rep.) of Wis , said he would argue the
question at the proper time. He regarded it as an absurdityto say that the Cntted States Court had jurisdtcHonif the law is unconstitutional.

Various reports, petitions and bills of a private nature
were presented.

Mr. Camkkos, (rep.) or Pa., moved to take up the bill
for the relict of the widow of Gen. l'erslfer F. Smith.
Agreed to. The bill proposed to place Mrs Smith on the
pension roll at fifty dollars per month.

Mr. Toomi* said he would oppose It, and Its further considerationwas then positioned.
<m motion of Mr. Grimk*. (rep.) of Iowa, Mr. Davis'

resolutions were made the sjiecial order for Monday next.
The Chair presented the resolutions of the municipal

authorities of Georgetown, protesting against the passage
of the hill to prohibit tbe circulation or paper money in
the District of Columbia.

Mr. Ht'.vnm, (dem.) or Va . moved to postpone prior
orders and take up

til* l-okt omd dkflnlxtt buj..
The House having rerused to concur A the amendment

of the Senate abolishing tbe franking privilege, Mr. Huntermoved the Senate recede from its amendment Ho
was unwilling to attempt to force legislation on the other
house. The motion was agreed to.Yeas 42, nays 11.

Mr. Toomin moved to reconsider. He was opposed to
the Senate receding. In the debate in the House a strong
opinion was expressed adverse to the franking privilege,but itoey were opiweed to legislation being incorporated
in tbe appropriation bill. Now. in this bill there was no
general legislation. The amendment regulating the printingof blanks etlected a radical change in existing laws.
Therefore he wished for a reconsideration.
The motion to reconsider whs lost by yeas 14, nays 42.

jmnunox oc nil fra.nkino i'Riviuct.k.
Mr. Gwis, (dem.) of Cal., now asked the Senate

to proceed to the consideration of the bill to abolish the
franking privilege. Agreed to.
The Jlrtt amendment by the Committee on Tost offices

and Foet roads was that the law abolishing the franking
privilege should not apply to those to whom It was granted
by name.

Mr. Gwin moved in amendment that during the session
of Congress, and for twenty days before the meeting and
thirty days after the adjournment, the President, Vice
President, heads ol departments and members or Congressshould be allowed to send free mail matter not OTer
two ounces in weight. Mr. (iwin said tbe object of the
committee was to abolish the franking privilege. If
other legislation was necessary it could be done at another
time.

Mr. Masox opposed the amendment.
Mr Itooixrn* wanted to relieve the Post Office Depart- I

mJut of the heavy burdens imposed uponlt.
Mr. IUmun, (opp.) of Me. j^moved to strike out all the I

uiw l ittjn uie icw lines >i<uiinuiug iu« " " '"J |»n»n«w*.-
Hp wanted to abolish the system In tot}. Ho did it on the
ground of iwrwroal convcnionce. He did not advocate it
as a measure of economy. He believed that If you asked
lor contracts with the franklin* privilege abolished,
jon could not get one mill reduction. The railroad and
Pteamboat line* take every cent that can be got from the
government, anil it made no difference whether they carr.eda ton of matter or a trunk load. The overland mad
route absorbed Mx hundred thousand dollars to earry on
cIviIimUod. H« denied that the embarrassment of the
Tost office arose from the franking privilege.Mr. (iujimjtR, (rsp ) 0f Mich., said that tbe expense of
the I*t#t Office 1 Apartment was owing to ths system of
jobbing which prevailed. He charged that the revenues
of the detriment were also used for the purpose of subsidisingnewspapers. In hif place of residence this course
was pursued, and the editor of the democratic paper
there was subsidised, like the editors of a paper here.
In Detroit there was a salaried offlee, tbe duties of which
were to transport the mail from the lMst office to the cars.
A gentleman connecu d with the democratic Fret- PrtM
was this salaried Post Office porter. He received twelve
(Mildred dollars a year, and employed a carter for twentv
iIoOms a month to perform the servire. He was told that
/>>tro>t will no exception, but throughout the length and
bNMW tr.* lann line system <w surmizing i<ariy presses
w Uj Um J'oit (Woe funds preraili'J. Again, be had a
IiUle further experience In the summer of 1857.
A man in th." town of Lexington, Michigan, was detected
In robbing th» mail lie wu the Deputy i'oetmastcr. Vl
Pi*tma»ier living away rrom the office, and was depnuicd
because <t wa< deemed pema.J thai he ahould receive
Ux mtDuta of itJ C«k " '««w»M* hia* lo run Um U«im

L HERAID, TITORSDAY,
a-'- rntu TUc fkc'.n were hud before the Postmaster f '

UtwS.and lb. Postmastor at Uii^ton had been r«-.
mtved, kutl Ihfl identical inan ^ ImJI kpptniiudin Li* pW.e. He (Mr. I bawdier ...j-p^Sed this a
u.itUkt, and applied to the ropi, Department to
ba\e it recf.ticd. The lv-ftrrust<r General laid be would
L ave tbc ease ;n\ibiigated, and he had gone from tin: to
;<mr to learn the progrecs made. Fickiiy one of the Asfriuui i'celniafctera General informed him that a large
i,lait'Vi of itiU'TB from leading democrats in his
?ut« bad Uvu received (stating that it was

vfcry lor the democratic party that this man BhoaM
(»- kept in cQicc. lie (Mr. Chandler) bad remarked, but
ifcw man in a Post Office robber, a thief, and I demaed his
r< n.ovai ana urn puuing °i * aemocrai in Dia puce, i
do not nek a republican In his place that wtll not steal.
But the l'ostmaster had not been removed; on the contrary,be wan promoted io the otilce of Doputy United States
M&tsbal tor that district after those charges were made
ac.-t i roven. It had beeu a very lucrative office for him.
IVttj: I'oetmaster, he rubbed the malls; and being Deputy
United States Marshal, his very first act was to establish
an immense manufactory of counterfeit coin. From the
highest to the lowest oftico this coursCWaa pursued, and it
woe absolutely necessary that a dlflurent and more economicalsystem should be Introduced.that this whole systemof jobs should be abolished.

Mr. ltd, (dem.) of Ohio, was in favor of striking out
entiroly the federal government, which expends m >re
than all the States. The enormous amount, if raised by
dlrrct taxation, would net be borne a moment® If the governmentexpended only ten millions we would never
hear of an irrepressible conflict It was merely a conflict
for the spoils. Franking was merely the government
payiug the postage of Members of Congress.

Mr. Sikmo.vh. (rep.) of R. I., would stop printing books
that overload the mails.
Mr. Davis, (dem.) of Mies.. thought It might be well

net to take the franking privilege from the ex-Presidents
or their widows.

Mr. Wmikail. (dcm.) of Texas, explained that the bill,
if not amended. effected this.

Mr. Hamlin's motion was carried.
Mr. Mjmjn moved to add that "hereafter nothing paw

free by mail." Carried.
Mr. 1'owbll. (dcm.) of Ky., moved to amend by providingthat persons now entitled to the franking privilege

be excused from prepayment, to take effect on tno 16th of
AprH.

Mr. I verso*, (dcm.) of Oa., opposed this.
Mr. Cut, (dcm.) of Ala., wanted to get rid of letters of

no consequence. Be received notices of patent medl-
ciBca, attention documents, sc.
Mr. Brown, (U«m.) or Mica., wu in favor of total abolitionor nothing.
Mr. Rim in objected to the amendment of the Senator

from Kentucky.
Mr. Powxu. withdrew his amendment, except as to the

time lor it to take effect.the 16th of April.which was
agreed to.

Mr. Doollttle's amendment waa rejected.
The question recurring on the amendment of the committee,Mr. Rimus moved to strike out the proviso in relationto whom the privilege Is granted.
Mr. Bwjamln, (dem.) of La., said that Mrs. Polk was

given the privilege as a compliment
Mr Hamu.n proposed to withdraw his motion, if the

was the only person named.
Mr. C^mkso.<« thought they had better strike all out.
The amendment waa then rejected.
Mr. Powaix moved to amend the substitute of the com

mittec to, that the law take effect on the 16th of April.
AgTeed to.
The substitute of the Post Office bill waa then agreed to.
Mr. Wapom moved to add, that "hereafter nothing pass

free in the mails.''
Mr. CiMKKoN moved as an amendment, "except news1>«)- exchanges."
Mr. fttwARD, (rep.) of N. Y., suggested to exempt

newspapers, as is now done by law.
Mr. Camebo.h agreed to this.
Mr. Clay thought it would only tend to give increased

circulation to the New York Irtintne and Hkiuld, which
would not do much to improve the morale of the country.
Mr. CMTnabEN moved to adjourn. 1/oet.
Mr. Mason withdrew hie amendment
Mr. Tkimbiu., (rep ) of 111., moved, as a new sectio >,

that publiehere of newspapers be allowed to print on the
Fame the date of subscription. Rejected.
The bill was then read a third time, and paaaed, only

two voting against it, Messrs. Hemphill and Wilkinson,
and fifty lour in favor of it.

Mr. Brow* offered a resolutloe that a committee be appointedon the inauguration of the Washington statue.
Objected to.
.adjourned.

Hons* of Repreeeiitntlves.
WAOnxaTON, Fob. 15, 1800.

the territory of jeffkuojc.

Mr. Adams, (s. opp.) of Ky., presented tbe petition or
the delegate from Jefferson, and tbe memorial of tbe provi"
pioual government of tbat Territory, asking that be be recognizedu such. Alio, a memorial authorizing the inhabitantsthereof to call a convention and form a constitutionpreliminary to admission into the Union, Referred
to tbe Committee on Territories.

tbx KutcriON or a prtttkr to the norsB.

There was a call of tbe House preliminary to taking a

vote for Printer.
Mr. Wiisox, (rep.) of Ind., moved to postpone the

matter till to morrow.
Mr. Booocs, (Jem.) of Va., had heard several gentle,

men say that an election was to take place to-day. He
wished to know whether that agreement was only on one
side.

Mr. Snmus, (rep.) of Ohio, and Mr. Barksimle, each
said tbat was tbe general understanding.

Vt. Wilson's motion was disagreed t).
1 be House then proceeded to vote, with the following

result:.
Whole number of votes 181
Nesessary to a choice 91

Pefrree 90
Glossbrenner 89

Messrs. Etheridge and Giimer voted for Gales and Soaton.
Tbe House again voted.
The mult was tbe same as before, except tbat Mr.

Eiheridge alone cast a veto for Gales & Soaton. If this
bad been thrown for Mr. Dofrees ho would have been
eiecieu; l lor Mr uiuBSBrcuuer, iv nuuiu u>vc uuue i

ticMr. Jobs Cochrani, (Jem.) of N. Y., suggested a poet
ponement.

Mr. Bill, (opp.) of Ga., not having heard of any
absentees likely to nrrive, urged that there be one more
vote to day.

Mr. Stanton, (rep ) of Ohio, remarked that he had
paired ofT with Mr. Scott. He now terminated that arrangementand would vote for Defreoe, haying assurances
that the prices of the printing would be ao reduced that
there could hereafter be no plunder.
Another vote was taken. Before the result was announcedMr. Bomham, (dem.) of S. C., changed his vote

for some South Carolinian.
Mr. Houston, (dem.) of Ala., wanted to know what

kind of man he was, and ]>erhai« he might vote for him.
Mr. Bomham would explain if it were in order.
The republicans shouted, "announce the vote."
Mr. Phyor. (dem.) of Va., changed from Mr. Gloesbrennerto Mr. Old.
Mr. Hamilton, (dem.) of Texas, wanted t) change his

vote.
Mr. C.arxktt, (dem.) of Va., objected, and demanded

Uie yeas and nays.
Renewed cries from the republicans, "announce the

vote."
The Sfeakkr said Mr. Hamilton had a right to change

his vote.
Mr. Garmtt appealed from the decision.
The Spcakkk directed the name of Mr. Hamilton to be

called.
Mr. Hordros wanted to ask a question, but was interruptedby the republicans with sriee of order.
Amid the concision, Mr. Jackson, (dem.) of Ga., who

had, dnring the votieg, absented himself, hurriedly entered.Much joy was evinced on the democratic side.
Mr. Jackson voted for Mr. Gkwsbrenner.
Messrs. Bonham and Pryor returned to that gentle

man's support.
Mr. Khtt, (dem.) of S. C now called for the announcementof the vote.
Whole number of votes 182
Necessary to a choice 92

Pefrees 91
Gloesbrenner 90

Mr. ErnniDGi voted for Gales & Seaton.
The subject was then passed over for to-ilay.
In pursuance of an order previously adopted, a large

nnmKAv nf Villi onH rno/ilnfi"ro vnrn IntrnHiirnfi amn rv

them a bill by Mr. Morrill, donating lands for the promo
tion or the arts and sciences to the various States, and a
bill for the prevention ofpilygamy in the Territories.
Mr. Walton, (rep.) of Vt.,offered a resolution, which

was referred to the Committee on Commerce. to inquire
into the expediency of action to prevent tho importation
or adulterated tea.

Mr. Brm.vroy, (rep ) of Mass., introduced a bill for
the improvement '.of the Taunton river, and a resolution
instructing the Committee on Military Affaire to ioquire
into the expediency of regulating by a law the term of
study of cadcts at the Military Academy.
Mj.Fkston, (rep ) of n. Y., introduced a bill for the settlementol the claims of otliccrs and soldiers of tho Rovo

lutionary army {and the widows and |chi!dren of those
who died in the scrvice. also a Pacific railroad bill. Re
'erred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. rtRHJds, (Am ) of N. Y., Introduced a bill for the
establishment of a branch mint in New York. Referred
to the Committee on Commeroe.

Mr. Reynold*, (A. L dem.) of N. Y., Introduced a
bill for the improvtment of llie Hudson river near Albany.and a bill for the erection in that city of a P^st
c81cc, Custom house and Court house.

Mr. Dvku, irep.) of N. Y., introduced aresolution, requestingthe l'ogtmaster-Gcneral to communicate copies
of all regulations or instructions to the l'ostmastere, as
to opening or destroying newspapers supposed to contain
incendiary matters, *c. Referred to the Committee on
the Poet.Ofllce.

Mr. jon.n Ox iwank introduced a bill to amend the pissetgerlaw s for the better protection uad security of femalepassengers: a bill to establish the collection districts
of the I'niteo Stales, and to designate the porta of entry
and <:eliverv for the same, and rcffulalliur the annoint
mrnt and v< mjx nsation of officers of tbo customs; also a
bill for tbe HinpliUcation and codification of the revenue
aw*, alid for olber purpose*.
Mr. Grow, (rep ) of Pa., introduced a bUi to prevent

tbe Mile of tbe public lands, except to actual settlers, until
ten y«i»rs after their survey; a bill for the admission of
K»ius into tbe Union; and a Homestead bill.

Mr. Florkxct., (rep.) of Pa., introduced a French
Spoliation bill, and a bill granting pensions to soldiers of
tbe war of 1812.

Mr. Florksc* also introduce*! a bill equalising the army,
navy iunI marine pensions; and a bill fixing and regulating
tbe duties on*imports.
« Mr. OKinst-i-, (rep ) of Pa., presented the resolutions
of the legislature of I'ennsylvania in favor of a protectivetariff.
Mr. Mocwnut>. (rep.) of Pa., introduced a bill for tbe

improvement of the navigation of tbe Ohio rlvor.
Mr. Morris, (rep ) of l*a., Introduced an International

Oopy right bill.
Mr. Paton offered a resolution calling on tbe President

for the correspondence between the United States and the
Br.tisb government touching tbe occupation of Saa J*n
island. also a resolution Instructing the Committee on Com
scarce to .cqiurt tijMrt m«MVCS ibouw b« adopted with a
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scm of procuring Auction of duties by foreign govern
menus ou tobucc.
The above were appropriately referred.
Mr. John Cooiiuh* presented the petition of WiJj*®

Jay Baskeit and eighteen other# of the Seventh ward 01

Ne*- Yojk, asking for the freedom of the public lands.
Adjourned.

NEWS FROM THE PACIFIC.

Interesting Intelligence from California,
Oregon, Waihlngton Territory and
British Colnmbla.

lUuoT'a Station, Fob. 1660.
The overland mail coach, with San Francisco dates to

January 23, passed this station at half-past eleven o'clock
yesterday morning, but In consequence of a severe storm
of rain the transmission of the news has been delayed
until now.

n AT TVADVTT A

Judge McAllister, of the United States Circuit Court, 01
January 20 refused to dissolve the injunction in the new
Almeda quicksilver mine use. This renders it probable
that the mine will remain closed until the United SUtes
Supreme Court settles the title. Much rogret is expressed
that this great source of wealth must so long remain unproductive.
The Republican State Convention to elect delegates te

tbe Chicago National Convention is called for the 22d of
February.
The asti-liocompton State Central Committee adjourned

without tailing a State Convention to elect delegates to
the Charleston Convention. There were Indications that
an attempt would be made to elect|Douglaa delegates to the
Charleston Convention by the Lecompton State Convention.Many leading Lecomptonitea were manifestingDouglas proclivities, including the new Senator elect, Mr.
Latham.

All that remained of the steamer Northerner, recently
wrecked near Cape Mendocino, had been sold for nine
hundred dollars.
A letter had been received in San Francisco from the

balloonist, Henry A. Wise, proposing an aerial trip from
that city to Now York, across the great plains.
A fire occurred at San Francisco on the morning of the

28d of January, In Montgomery street, between Bush and
Sutter streets, consuming Ave wooden buildings, valued at
twenty thousand dollars, and considerably damaging the
new Musical Hall.
The United States steamship Saginaw returned to San

Francisco on the 22d of January, from a four days' trial
trip, having enoeuntered very heavy seas and storms.
She behaved admirably, and her oommander (Schenck)
expressed himself perfectly satisfied with her movements.

OREGON.
Tbe steamer Columbia arrived at San Francisco on the

22d ult., with Oregon dates to the 12th, Washington Territoryto the 13th,and British Columbia to the 16th.
Politics, as usual, seemed to engross the attention of the

people of Oregon.
The Dtmnerai mentions rumors of a prospective coalitionbetween the republicans and anti-Lecompton democratsto elect Col. E. D. Baker, of California, Unttcd

States Senator in May next. Col. Baker was to leave San
Francisco to take up his future residence in Oregon by
the next steamer, which gives a color of truth to the
rumor.
A lire at Oregon City had destroyed buildings belonging

to Mr. Harney valued at $20,000.
The Oregoman has a report that Lieutenant Mullen's

command had completed nearly three hundred miles of
the wagon road between Walla Walla and Fort Benton on
the Missouri river. They were snowed in about the 20th
ef November in Bitter Root valley. There was great
danger that all their stock would starve, und a portion of
the party had started for Fort Benton and another for
Fort Owen.

WASHINGTON TERRITORY.
There is but little news from Washington Territory. A

bill to remove the capital from Olympia to Vancouver had
been defeated.

Resolutions had unanimously passed both houses of the
Legislature endorsing General Harney's action in the San
Juan aflair.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.
The Right Reverend Bishop Hill had preachod bis first

sermon In Victoria district church. He proposes establishinga first class collegiate school.
There is no mining news ot interest
The amount of revenue collected in British Columbia

during the past year wae $300,000.
COMMERCIAL.

The cargoes or coffee per Ivich and OUo will unsettle the
market Cor Ibe present. Since the departure of the last
mall there is a further advance in pork: clear quoting at
$17 76 per bbl., and $9 60 for halves, and mess at $10 60.
The trade are not buying, and speculators are holding off.
A spell of bad weather would cause a reaction. Raw
sugais are firmer. Refined quoted at 12 ^c. a 13c., for
circle A crushed. The trade buy all the refiners will sell
at 17&c.
There is a moderate demand from the country for all

goods. The recent movement In provisions is generally
considered premature, and likely to Induce Oregon traders
to kill their stock too freely.

City Intelligence.
The Railroad Accident at Yorkviixb.The Bout IdexTiriED..Theunknown mas found a few nights slncc on

the Harlem Railroad track, having been ran over by a

train, was yesterday Identified aa a Mr. Turburty, a well
known and industrious citizen of Yorkville, where he
kept a small store. Coroner Gamble oommenced an invea
ligation, but owing to the absenoe of witnesses postponed
it uhtll this morning.
Stddkk Death..a roan named Robert Ramsey, a cooper,

in the employ of Henry Hays, 170 Suffolk street, fell down
dead yesterday, at the corner of Stanton and Suffolk
streets. Deceased had frequently complained of a pain
in his breast, and is supposed to have died of disease of
the heart. The Coroner was notified to hold an Inquest.

faij. Tkroiuh a Skylight..About half past two o'clock
yesterday morning as Harman Feuchell. who has a room
in Appleton s Building, was groping for his apartment in
the dark, he fell through the skylight on the fourth story
to the second story, sc riously injuring himself. He was
taken to the New York Hospital by officer Porchcr.

Thf. Weather..The pleasant loll In the severity of tho
weather for a few days past has again been followed by a

sharp little " blow " and a heavy storm of snow, which
came down yesterday afternoon thick, fast and steady.
Big overcoats, comforters, furs, high boots and umbrellaswere consequently once more in requisition, and considerableself violence in the way of chest beating, arm
swinging and accelerated locomotion, were found necessaryto drive cold away and keep up a healthy circulationin the system. The temperature was not so very
low. having been, according to Delatour's record, 29 deg.
above zero at noon yesterday: but the change was so suddenand unexpected that i>co|>le feit it vastly more than they
would a slow and gradual transition. By the way. we
have bad plenty of light snow (alls this winter, but there
has not been a single right good out and-outcr, by which
people could get u decent sleigh ride in compensation for
the slush and ugly thaws. Cannot tho clerk of the wea-
mjw liwimimmdiq uiv iubi ) uiiiik iui'u uuu urn uvery HUlblepeople, who have been pally, disappointed this year
in their calculations V
Fir* ix East Thirty Skvkntii Strkst..Between nine

and ten o'clock last night a fire broke out in the rear portionof the second tloor of Gardner's distillery, 127 E*st
Thirty seventh street, causing damage to the amount of
several hundred dollars. No correct estimate of tlio loss
has yet been made, and it Is not knoirn whether or not
the place is insured. The owner of tho building, which is
considerably damaged, lives in New Jersey.
Mkxtixg of tqk Kriksps or Italy..The Italians residentin this city, in connection with a large committee,

composed of some of our flrst merchants and professional
men, have signed a call for a meeting in regard to Italian
affairs to morrow night, at the City Assembly Rooms,
Broadway. The callcrs of the meeting in their circular
state:."In view of the hopeful condition of Italian affairs,
the unanimous devotion of the people of Italy to the cause
of Italian independence and the spirit of moderation. patience,self sacrifice and self-control which has marked
their counsels and efforts for this end, they, believing
that the timely expression of sympathy from the people
of the United States with the people of Italy in their strugglesand hopes lor freedom weuld strengthen and animate
Italian patriots and other Europeans who sympathise with
their cause."
Prrrv Swisnuifo by a Nkw Doikjk..A man named

Moore was arrested on Tuesday afternoon in Sixth avenue,charged with swindling occupants of houses by a

new dodge. He obtained a number of envelopes which
he filled with blank paper, and directed to various bongos.
He then called at these houses and presented tho envelopesdemanding two cents for each so delivered. The
money was readily banded over by the persons to whom
the envelopes were addressed, they thinking they containedvalentines. On being arrested he confessed that
he had made several dollars by th process. He was
held for examination.
A Ji vtMUt Thief .James McGulre, a youth 13 years of

age, employed as a boy of all work by Mr. Chas. P. Schuyler.of 145 East Fifteenth street, was arrested yesterday
and brought before Justice 8teers. on charsre of stealing
at various times several articles oT jewelry to the value of
>45, the property of his employer. McGulre oonfessod
bo theft and was held to answer.

Safety of Lifi at Fires .The recent appalling calamitiesoccasioned by difficulties In escaping from large
building* during Area has attracted the aUenUoa of
eeveral ingenious people to the subject of inventing somo

apparatus whereby an easy and ready egress may be
bad in all cases of danger. Early yesterday morning a
crowd of people was collected together in the Park by the
firing of cannon to witness a trial of one of theM inventions.A large rope was fastened to the roof of the hall,
and down this a fine looking young follow, dressed In a
red shirt, slid several times, to the admiration of the
bystanders. Be was secured by means of bandages
Kdng around the legs, waist and cheat, and held in his

d a thick brass tube, which covered the rope, so as
to avoid the unpleasant friction to the flesh which would
follow sliding down a rope from any dlstanoe. To this
tube the bandages were fastened, and also a brake, by
which bis descent to the ground appeared to be very
readily graduated. But the whole contrtvaaoe, so fkr as
lis applicability to saving life at tires la osncerned, must
be regarded as a failure.first, because the rope itoslf is
liable to be burned, and socondly, even la caw of its remainingintact, only very expert persons could manage
the descent with any degree of safety, and as for ladies.
It would never do for them at all.

Southern Ocean Steamer Movements.
fUVAJf-VAii, Feb. 16,1860.

Tbe United Stales mall steamship ."Torida arrive 1 at^
Tybee at five o'clock Tuesday evening, anJ ft bar wb*rr
at 1.90 Wcdntfdsy morning.

[PLE SHEET.
NtWS F^ju tHE STATE CAPITAL !

_r-j-_r _r

r^eltli| Dlacuolon on tbc Pro Rata
Freight BHMcrloviCharfn of Briberyand Corruption.Confirmation ofAppointments,Ac.

Wit SPECIAL ALBANY DESPATCH.
JUlAVT, Feb. 15,18«0.

The Mends of pro rata have been busy all the afternoon
endeavoring to )*&ch up the breach male by the storm
this morning. They all came Into the Houso as contideut
as if they had not been visited with thunder and lightning
this morning. It is now generally conceded that the onshorefor nro rata is in tho Investieatloe Committee flml.

pig the letter that Mr. Littlojohn said he understood hal
been written.
The discussion continued this evening. Mr. Mllliken

argued in favor of applying the provisions of the bill to
private Individual companies and the canals. He could
not see how the cant forwarders could be looked upon aa

any more bom iian the railroad men. They were Just
aa anxious a ihe railroad companies are to make
money.
Mr. Butler also argued In favor of applying pro rata to

the oonal foi warders.
Mr. Littlejobn opposed the amendments. The competitionwith the carriers on the canals was such that you

could not apply this to them.
Mr. Robinson thought that the conoession just made

was one of the strongest arguments that conld be producedagainst tbc pro rata bill. He knew that competitiondid settle this matter, bat not In favor of this pro
rata scheme.
Mr. Jacques argued at much length in favor of the

amendments, If the bill must be passed, bat was opposed
to the bill In at) its features. He believed that the inhabitantsof the city of New York were all opposed to the
policy of this bill.
The amendments were then voted down, when Mr.

Millington, of Herkimer, made a lengthy speech In flavor
of the bill, In which he viewed the history of the
and railroads of this State. He thought this contest was
between the people and railroads of the State.
Mr. Hubbell, of Westchester, next spoke against the

btl), charging tho Clinton League with being the mos

gigantic lobby conoern that had ever made
its appearance around the Legislature. He thought
the title of the bill should be changed to "a bill to enable
the canal forwarders to raise the wind."
Notwithstanaing the extra precautions by the Senators

to prevent any news from leaking out in regard to the
Executive session, and their clearing the room of all but
#Via mMnhiiM And rhii>f rlflrU anH lh«ir tha miAm

rooms to be cleared and kry holes watched, I have obtainedtheir proceedings. They overlooked one "black
kitten"and I hare been able to get their entire action. The
first thing done was Senator Connelly rising to a question
of privilege upon a charge made against him by a Buffalo
paper for voting for republican nominees in the last
Executive session. He could not aee how they could
charge him with being in a city railroad combination becausehe voted tor certain nominees. He thought the
charge unjust and uncalled for. There was considerable
skirmishing on Van Valkenburg, but there was so much
said during the last secret session, and a general dl»poeitionto finish this troublesome job, they soon came

to a vote and Tan Valkenberg was confirmed by a vote
of seventeen to thirteen, as follows:.Teas.Senators
A bell, Bell, Oonnelly, Terry, Fiero, Goes, Kelly, Ketcham,
Lapham, McUraw, Montgomery, Monroe, J. M. Murphy,
Robertson, Sessions, Warner, Williams. Naya.Senators
Oolvin, Gardiner, Grant, Hammond, Hillhouse, Laurence,
Mauierre, P. P. Murphy, Proseer, Richmond, Rotch, Spinola,Truman.

It will be seen by the above vote that Senators Bell,
Fiero and Sessions have backcd down. Short meals and
general party diet has brought them into the traces, and
they have finally concluded to repent and become good Regencysenators. The same democrats that voted in favor of
confirmation last week voted to day, whilsttwo republican
Senators, that then could swallow Van Valkenburg, have
round him unpalatable to day, vis: Richmond and P. P.
Murpby.
The remaining nominee for Port Warden, Mr. Lounsbury,was confirmed by a vote of eighteen to twelve, notwithstandingthat gentleman has asserted that he had

uuIV guuo IU IAJU W1UI UiU rvpUUIlCUB IOT uio purpose 01
kicking them oat and having the bed to himself. They
were In Benton nearly four hoars.

NKW YORK LEGIILATTRK.

Semkte.
Ai.iuny, Feb. 16, I860.

A petition was presented asking for the repeal of the law
increasing the compensation of Judges of the Supreme
Court and the Court of Appeals- also to strike out the ton

per cent clause In the law relating to the State Inobriate
Asylum and excise money.

Mr. Mcljson Murphy presented a petition from Richard
M. Hoe and several hundred citizens of New York, in
favor of comity among the several States, and asking that
Southerners travelling with their slave servants may be
permitted to hold them In the Slate of New York for nine
months.
A favorable report was made on the bill to incorporate

the Time Savings Bank.
Also.on the bill in relation to Junction Gates and the CrotonReservoir in New York.
Mr. Rotch Introduced a bill for the release of the mortgagefor $36,000 held by the State against the State AgriculturalCollege.
The Judiciary Committee reported in favor of the bill of

J. McLeod Mnrphy relative to District Courts in Now
York.
A like report was made on the bill for the foreclosure

and sale of the New York and Erie Railroad.
Mr. I jtnuM introduced a bill authorizing an adjustment

of the claim of the Croton Water Board for water used in
Sing Sing prison.

Mr. Rotth introduced a bill to regulate the sale of
poisons, the principal seotion of which provides that no
person shall sell or give the following poisonous substanceswithout the written order or prescription of a
regularly educated physician, whose name ana residenoe
shall be attached thereto, except in wholesale quantitiesPrusskj acid, aconite and its various preparations,
atrophia and its salts, cantharides, croton oil, daturia and
lis salts, delphuia and its salts, digitales and Its preparations.ergot and its preparations, veratria and its salts,
cananis indica and its preparations, under a penalty of

The bill to Incorporate the New York Homeopathic Col
lege was passed.
Alio the bill authorizing the Supervisors of Wcstchester

county to purchase the Pelham bridge.
The Senate then went into executive session.

Assembly.
Albany, Feb. 16, 1800.

Bon. B. B. Johnson, elected from the First district,
Delaware, appeared and took his seat, in the place of D*
D. Shaw, deceased, and on motion of Mr. Brigham (rep.)
his name was added to the Judiciary Cbmmittee.
Hie Pro Rata bill was taken up as the special order. A

warm debate ensued on the question of applying the rule
to canal forwarders as well as to railroad companies. So
far as the debate went the amendment appearod likely to
prevail, when the Spbakkk took the floor and made the
following remarks:.
Sir.I haw learned this morning from four or five

sources that this House is to be influenced on this question
by a disbursement of money to the members. I have
received the information from such a source that its accuracyIs undoubted. I repeat it, sir. for I desire to be
understood, that money is to be used by the opponents of
this Pro Rata measure to Influence the action of members
upon this tloor in regard to it. I have learned that a letterwas exhibited in Wall street, written by a member on
this floor, saying that if this measure is to be defeated
9100,000 must be sent to defeat it with. The member
who wrote thai l£ti*»r ill within onunH r»f mw
knows whether the charge is true or false. Sir, I apeakwhat I do know when I say that money is to be used bythe opponents of this bill to defeat it in the House.

Mr. Rohlnson (rep ), In reply ,to an insinuation of the
Speaker, asked how he dared, with such knowledge in
his powerston, to continue this debate until he had moved
for a committee o( investigation. If hia information were
so reliable as he had asserted, how dared he withhold the
full facta and Indulge only in Insinuations? If It were not
reliable, how dared he make the insinuation at all? Was
it a trick to Influence the action of the House on the hill.
If so. It was most unworthy. Tet if not true, why should
it have been used to stay the current of a debate on an
amendment to the bill? It was the duty of the Speaker to
fhow the facts before be attempted to influence we Houa^
by such an Imputation. He scornod It, yet not for himself,for he defied any man even to Insinuate Improper
motives against him, but on the part of every
member of the House. He, too, had beard or the Cllato
League.cf a combination of foreigners who had raise
acd actually expended money to put forward this pe
scheme; but he scorned to make any use of the knowledgefor an unworthy purpose on that floor.
lhe SnAKn offered In explanation that he had not mad

a direct charge, but only staled what he had heard. H
repudiated any Intention to influence the action of th
House.

Hr. Rorass>oN bad understood the charge distinctly,
it was one that should not have been made. The bill
should be suffered to stand upon Its merits, and upon
them alone.
After further debate. Mr. Mmutrrr (rep.) moved to re

port progress, with the view of asking a committee of investigation.
The motion prevailed, and when the oommlttec rose,

Mr. jAgrss (rep ) moved that a committee of five bq^p
pointed to investigate me cnarges made By tne SpcaCTT.

Mr. Skakimb (rep.) moved to lay the resolution on the
table.

Motion lot
After a very warm debate on raising a committee of investigation,Mr. Calucott moved a preamble to the resolutionsetting torth as the reason for the resolution the

charges made by the Speaker. Ibis was opposed by the
P|>eaker and others, and lost
The resolutions were then adopted, and the Hoose a<!

journed till 7 P. M.
KVHKING RWWIOV.

A (£isB>ufil(ation was received from Governor Morgan,

(EclciiEfc a tetter from tho Governor of Ohio, and IM
leschiticiis of the I egi*]atiire of that Stole in response t<J
the .nv.tat.on to visit Albany.
TLo pro rota bill was then taken up. The proposition

eliciting most debate wm the amendment making the bill
applicable to eauulB as well aa railroads. Tho opposite
to this mmture came frcm the friends of the blli, Mr.
Miller, the Speaker, and Mr. Flagler, taking ground
apt inbt it on the pica that pro rata could not be applied to
canals ; ibai no complaint or discrimination had beea
ira'ic agaiiuI car.als, ami that canal forwarders had nevr
dlfcrmili ated ugalnet citizens of the State, and therefore
it need left! to apply the prort ions of the bill to them.

Meters. Robmscn, Miiliktn and Jaques spoke in favor
of the propoimlou, holding that it was no sound argumeut
miDH extending the provibions of the bill to canals, to

hay that canal forwarders bad never discriminated against
citizens of the State, but holding also that canals do d&»
criminate as well aa railroad companies. Messrs. Rob.listu and Jaques made able arguments against the princi^la
nf t Via V»l11 ao i<na/\nn/1 imnpa/*<i/«akla anit AoU*i\lat^ ^

destroy tho commerce of the Slate.
The amendment to extend the provisions of the bill Ut

canals wns lost. Yeas 37, nays 38.
Mr. Miixibuton men proponed to atrike oat tlie enacting

clause in order to apeak at length in favor of the bill, ana
also in favor of the reitnpoaition of tolls on railroads.

After further debate the committee rose and reported
progress.

Mr. FLtowt attempted to make the bill the special orderfor tomorrow, but before taking the question thQ
House adjourned.
The New York Americas Convention*

BrmiiLnrrow, Feb. 16, 1M&
The American "Balance of-Power" party met in ocraventtonat Binghamton this morning at 10 o'clock, and orT

gsnized by'the appolnmcnt of C. B. Freeman, of Mont*
gomery, as Chairman, and H. M. Collier, of Broome, and
J. J. Mactell, of Schenectady, as secretaries. The follow
log committees were appointed:.
On State OrammtaHom.J. L. Smith of Brooklyn, An.'

son Spencer of Tompkins, J. J. Mastell of Schenectady,
Sturges Cary of Broome, and Whipple Clark of Madison.
On National Organization.Eraatos Brooks of N. Y. t

Ira L. Little of Cortland, W. W. Qiglc of Stenben, Georga
L. Ames of Saratoga, and J. C. Bobbie of Broome.
On the Addrm, dc .Messrs. R. Grades of Brooklyn,

J. C. King of Tompkins, Harlo Hakes of Steuben, Dr.
Rowland of Kings, and D. A. Fonda of Montgomery.
Among the most prominent Americans are Brastatf

Brooks of New Tork, C. B. Freeman and Anson Spenoe.
The Convention adjourned this evening. Beyond th#

namesof the committee men, we have been unable to
learn anything of the proceedings, the Convention sitting
with closed doors. It is understood that nearly every
county in the State was represented, and that the Ameiicans,In conjunction with the native Union party, havq
appointed delegates ts the Wsshington Convention.

Tit* Connecticut Democratic State Con*
entlom.

Hastforo, Feb. 16, I860.
The Democratic State Convention assembled in this city

to day. It Is the largest and most enthusiastic State Cca«
vention ever held in Connecticut
General Phelps, of Colebrook, was chosen President.

He remarked, on taking the chair, that he had never eeett
so universal and determined a feeling among the dem>*
cracy of Connecticut as now to aehieve a triumph tit
April.
An informal ballot for Governor was taken, with U»6

following result:.
Thomas H. Seymour 215
JamtsT. Pratt ..IMS
Henry C. Deming 12
Scattering 9
The Convention then adjourned till two o'clock.
The Democratic State Convention has just complete J its

nominations for State officers and delegates to the Charles*
ton Convention. Hon. Thomas H. Seymour, of Hartford,
was nominated for Governor, and eleven out of twelve of
the delegates to Charleston are favorable to the nominationof Stephen A. Douglas for 1"resident.
The resolutions have not yet been reported. Guns arS

firing complimentary to tho, nomination of Mr. Seymou®,
for Governor.

A letter from Governor Seymour was read declining
the nomination, and favoring the old ticket. But tha
Convention paid no regard to it, and nominated him by
acclamation, after taking an informal ballot, which was all
one way. Four hundred and thirty votes were cmt. Ttaa
enthusiasm was of the wildest character, and a motion wad
passed to Insist on nomination. The ticket was completed
as follows:.
For Lieutenant Governor.James E. English, of NeiV.

Haven.
Secrttary ofState.Nathaniel B. Stevens, of Norfolk.
Irraiurrr.Ool. Thomas H. C. Kingsbury, of Franklin.
Comptroller.Horace Taylor, of Vernon.
The Convention resolved itself into District conventions

to nominate delegates to Charleston. They reassembled la
general convention at half past five o'clock, and elected
the following gentlemen delegates at large:.

Firit Congressional Putrid.Gen. James Pratt, of Rocky
Hill.
Second.Samuel Arnold, of Haddam.
Ihird.Andrew C. Lippitt, of^New London.
j'lww.nuiiaui u. amuuy, in criugeporv.
By Counties. oL A. G. Hazard, Hartford county;

Mahlon R. Wcit, Tolland county; E. A. Russell, Middlesex.Colin M. Iniersoll, New Haven;'William M. Converse,
New London: Rufus L. Baker, Windham. George W.
Peet, Litchfield; P. C. Calhoun,Falrfleld.
The Convention adjourned till half past seven o'clock P.M,
The Committee on Resolutions will not report Uil th<j

evening session.
A national salute was fired over Gov. Seymour's nomf«

nation.

Sale of Unclaimed and Stolen Goods.
The ninth sale of unclaimed and stolen goods took plac4

yesterday at the drill room over Centre Market, by order
of the Property Clerk of the Police Department. Thesa
sales take place about four times a year, and embrace C
variety of articles, ranging from a jewaharp upward*,
and always attract a miscellaneous crowd of second hand
dealers, prudent housewives afflicted with auction pro-'
clivities, "cheap Johns," speculative yoong men and idlers
generally. The sale of yesterday waa smaller than usual,
but the bidding was fair, while the prices which the variousarticles brought would have thrown lira. Toodloa
into an ecstacy of delight and kept her in a good humor
for three months at least. The principal attraction of tha
day was the sale of Cancemi's gun, the veritable fowling
piece taken from his room after his arrest, and which wafl
found to contain besides a heavy charge of powder, two
balls and n rvf K.u»lr«V«» **
-.. . j vi vuuBoiivv. juwr Duuiu wm|ieviuoii
this interesting relic wu knocked down at six dollar* and
seventy Ave cents, which, in view of its former associations,was doubtless considered a bargain by the purchaser.The gale of a lot of pistols and revolvers
created considerable excitement among a number
of sanguinary looking individuals, whose general appearanceindicated a most perfect indifference to pubild
opinion, while their deportment bespoke a corresponding
contemptuous disregard of all social conventionalities.
They.the pistols, not the men.brought about flfty cents
each. A spirited contest took plaoe between a Cellia
dame and a Hebrew vender of cast off wearing apparel
for the possession of a miscellaneous lot of feminine unmentionables,but after a few sharp passages the fair Celt
was victorious, and bore the ooveted prize away in triumph,remarking, as she went, "It's not the likes of hioa
as should be meddiin' with wimmlms things at all, sure.'*,
This sally created considerable merriment, and our Ha-'
brew friend soon retired, disgusted with his 10 luck. WS
noticed one lady bidding eagerly for a lot of carriagewheel guards; but what she wanted them for we could
not divine, but presumed that she thought they "would
be handy to have in the family.'' When the r»ady mads
clothing was reached, considerable uneasiness was observedupon the part of an unfortunate looking individual
arrayed in parti colored habiliments, and whose ventilatedunderstanding bespoke a commenable indifference to
the searching peculiarities of the season, but ttie prices
brought were beyond the limited capacity of his exchequer,and having nothing to expect from his "uncle,"
he was compelled to allow tne golden opportunity to pass
without being able to improve it

Th« Kateniivc Seizure mtJewelry Belong*
lag to Wealthy Mexicans.The Property
Restored to the Claimants.

CNITJD STATES DISTRICT COCBT.
Before Hon. Judge Betts.

Fkb. 15..The United States vs. Pmckaget, 4c., Omiainiiif
Large Quantities qf Jewelry..This interesting case, Which
has been reported in the Hxrald, being again called,
The District Attorney, ex-Judge Roosevelt, addressing

the Court, said that since the evidence of Mr. Gorozpe, ths
claimant, and of his son and daughter, he was quite satisfiedthat the seisure could not be maintained, as from ths
wealth and position of the parties they were hilly justified
in travelling with so large a quantity of vaftable jewelry
in their possession. and the property was clearly their personaleffects, for their own use, sad not for merchandise*
and were consequently not subject to duty. He wonid therefore,on the part of the government, consent to a verdict
for tne claimants and the surrender of the property.
Judge Belts said that the Court concurred with this

view of the case, but st the same time he would remarks
that no blame could attach to the officers (Mean*. Isaac*,
Brown and Archer) who had made the seizure, as they
had ooly done their duty In the course they had pursued
with respect to making the seizure. If the claimants had
sustained any trouble or inconvenience it was their ow®
fault in not making a frank statement
A verdict was then rendered for the claimants and enteredin both casea, and a certificate of probable cause

Rranted to the officers, which will protect the government
om damages. Counsel for the United States, ex Judge

Roosevelt end Mr. Charles H. Hunt; for the claimants,
Messrs. F. B. Cutting and Craig.

The New Steamship R. B. Cayler.
TRIAL TRIP.DISARRANGEMENT OF BUI MACHINERY

AND SUBSEQUENT ROWING ASHORB.
The new screw steamship R. B. Cuyler, owned by H. BL

Cromwell & Co., and intended for the Savannah route,
left this city yesterday morning, with a select party of invitedguests and members or the press, for a trial trip
down Die bay. When of the Southwest, the wind ble w
frcih from the northeast, with a heavy sea, when suddenlysome of the machinery broke, disabling her engines,
when she subsequently went ashore, between Sandy
Book and the Southweet fj'it. She was afterwards float*
ed off, and the last that was seen of her, at twenty minutespast four in the afternoon, she was in tow of tha
large steamtugs 1'nderwTiter and Huntress, between tha
Spit and the Hook. The snow storm which prevailedlast night, no doubt prevented her from rescuing thtt
city. She probably ancborcd somewhere between tha
Hook and the Hich!and« tml .111 ~~.k-.ki- 1. .

ttoi* city this morning. The Cuyler was buiit with a vieworobta.LiDK gioat gp«Hl. ami probably the m*hap trnmbavc Ik'CO owaafencd by a little too much stoam.


